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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT, YEAR A, Isaiah 35:1-6,10, Js 5:7-10, Matt 11:2-1 
 
Today being the third Sunday of advent is usually called the "Gaudete Sunday", 
meaning to rejoice. In Latin, “Gaudete in Domino Semper", that is, 'Rejoice in 
the Lord always'. At the opening prayer of the Mass, we pray “…to attain the 
joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship 
and glad rejoicing.” Why are we to rejoice? We are to rejoice because our 
salvation is imminent. The Lord who is coming to save us is close at hand. Paul 
affirmed this theme in his first letter to the Thessalonians where he says, 
"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks to God at every 
moment.” This theme refers to the anticipation of the joy that the event of 
incarnation would bring to the entire humanity at Christmas. The birth of Jesus 
usher in peace, joy, love, and humanity’s total freedom from the power of sin 
and Satan. Therefore, we are called upon to prepare our minds on what we 
will receive at Christmas. Our sincere preparations, good dispositions, and 
total surrendering to the will of God will win us the unlimited joy of the God. 
The coming of Jesus will surely put a lasting smile on our face and gear us 
towards serving the Lord. 
 
The prophet Isaiah in the first reading speaks to a people who were completely 
overcome with fear: “Be strong, fear not! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, and with recompense. He will come and save you...” Our fears are 
false expectations, our level of fear is a measure of our level of faith. The more 
we trust God and hope for the best, the less we are ruled by fears.  He 
encouraged the blind, deaf, lame, weak, and fainthearted who were often 
neglected and victimized to look up to God and stand strong because contrary 
to the conventional view that the afflicted were being punished by God, they 
were the focus of God’s miraculous power. The coming Messiah was destined 
to bring joy to the human spirit made low by discouraging human situations. 
When Isaiah speaks of waters flowing in the wilderness, burning sand 
becoming a pool, thirsty ground springing water, he is basically saying that God 
is the God of possibilities. With God there is nothing at all that is impossible. 
God made the Virgin Mary pregnant without knowing a man. God made old 
women, Sara and Elizabeth who were long passed the age of childbearing to 
have children. This God has not change, he can do it for us at his appointed 
time. As we wait, we should rejoice and be joyful because we serve a God for 
whom nothing is too difficult. 
 
James in the second reading continues to reiterate the necessity for us to 
remain steadfast in the Lord while awaiting his joyous arrival. We are called 
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upon to be patient and wait for the Lord’s coming. We must never allow 
ourselves to be put off by difficult situations for the Lord is coming to save us. 
He speaks about the virtue of patient waiting and the establishment of our 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. He made his point clearer or vivid 
by comparing the patience a farmer adopts after planting his crops. He 
admonishes us to be focus and be committed to the course of Christ because 
his reward shall be magnanimous. 
 
The Gospel presents us with John the Baptist who was bearing his own burden 
of imprisonment. He possibly must have foreseen his life coming to an end, 
therefore wanted to be sure if Jesus was really the expected and long-awaited 
Messiah. Some scholars believe that John was losing his faith as result of the 
long suffering in prison and Jesus was not coming to his rescue. That he 
expected a messiah who would take vengeance on his enemies, but little did 
he know that the long-expected Messiah choose the way of love and humility. 
Nevertheless, Jesus points out to John his saving ministry of mercy and 
renewal; making the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the dumb speak, 
and lepers cleansed, raising the dead, and the good news being preached to 
the poor as signs of the messianic age. Quite certainly, John must be happy to 
hear the good news. John did not have the fuller picture of what Jesus was 
doing but he acted. Therefore, in our waiting we must act. We must not sit 
there and cry all day; act on something, it will get tough along the road but 
don’t give up. 
 
We should know that there are things that are not meant to be the way we 
want them. It was never the will of God to rescue John the Baptist from prison. 
That notwithstanding, there is still no reason for us to go about life gloomy 
and sad. Jesus was telling John the Baptist, even if you are still in prison, be 
happy for great things are happening here, of course, I am the Messiah. We 
too are living in the messianic age waiting for its full realization at the end of 
time. As human, we may be grappling with the burden of sin, fear, anxiety, 
distress, addiction, affliction, poor health, joblessness, childlessness, or 
hardships of any sort. Jesus’ ministry of preaching and healing indicate to us 
that God’s ultimate will for humans is to free us from all burdens and concerns. 
Therefore, we must let not our burdens or expectations make us impatient, 
discourage or obstruct us from going to Jesus. God is coming to save us his 
people. The psalmist says, "Come, Lord, and save us". This is the essence of 
Christmas and nothing else. His coming is to fulfill the mission mandate in 
Isaiah 61:1-2, Lk4:18-19. He is coming to emancipate humanity from her 
deplorable state and to fill it with shout of joy and gladness. 



3 
 

 
Therefore, the Church is asking us to put on our dancing shoes and begin to 
praise and worship God, no matter whatever we are going through. Sing, sing 
like Paul and Silas who were thrown into prison for preaching the word of God 
but refused to allow their spirits dampened. 


